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Expectations of Conduct

We intend to create an environment that

supports our educational goals and

encourages delegate interaction. In order to

make SMISMUN an enjoyable experience for

all, there are a few rules and regulations the

participants must abide by.
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SMISMUN 2021 will be held on Zoom.

Breakout rooms will be used to divide delegates into their

respective blocs during unmoderated caucuses.

Delegates are required to use the in-meeting chat to send

messages to the chairperson, assistant director(s) or fellow

delegates. 

To raise/lower a hand, vote for or against, or to ask to speed up

or slow down committee proceedings, the options present at the

bottom of the participants box should be used. 

Delegates are required to rename themselves to that of their

countries.

Making insensitive comments on race, gender, sexual orientation,

religion, age, national origin, or disability status;

Using obscene language during committee proceedings;

Taking pictures of other delegates without their prior permission;

1)  Zoom Policy

2) Dress Code

All delegates must dress in Western Business Attire. Delegates may

wear traditional clothing on the third day.

3) Harassment Policy

SMISMUN will not be tolerant of any instances of harassment or

discrimination on the conferencing platform. Delegates must refrain

from:
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Plagiarising other delegates’ work or information found online;

Behaving inappropriately or making any advances of sexual

nature; 

Consuming alcohol during committee sessions or showing any

signs of intoxication.

Issue a verbal reprimand;

Expel the offender from SMISMUN with no refund; 

Take other actions as deemed necessary;

Contact faculty advisors/school authorities as well as the

Secretariat.

Keep their cameras turned on throughout the duration of

committee sessions. Should they not be able to do so due to

technical issues or other reasons, they are to send an email

explaining the same to the chairperson or (one of) the assistant

director(s) of their committee;

Use the virtual backgrounds provided. If the delegate is unable to

do so, an email should be sent to the Executive Board stating

their reason.

4) Consequences

Should any delegate, advisor, or staff member encounter any of the

above, they are encouraged to inform the secretariat. Based on the

severity of the infraction the secretariat may:

5) Camera Policy

All delegates are required to:
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At the beginning of each committee session, the chair will call out

the countries in alphabetical order. Delegates will then state their

preference between ‘present’ and ‘present and voting.’

Delegates who were not present during roll call should send a

message to the chair notifying them of their presence once they

arrive.

The quorum is the minimum number of delegates required to be

present in order for debate to begin.

In the General Assembly, the quorum is of ⅓ of the          

 members. In SPECPOL the quorum is a simple majority (½ of total

delegates + 1) .

Point of Information: This is raised to ask the speaker a question

or request certain information.

Point of Order: You may raise a point of order if you notice a

factual or a logistical inaccuracy, against another delegate or the

Executive Board. However, you should be equipped with credible

evidence to support your claim.

Roll Call
 

Quorum

Rules Governing Debate

Points



Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: If you have a query regarding the

proceedings of the committee, this point allows you to directly

ask the Executive Board for clarification.

Point of personal privilege: You may raise a point of personal

privilege if you are facing problems with regards to your own

comfort. Although, you are not allowed to disrupt the speaker

unless there is an issue with audibility. 

Plea to Follow-Up: If you are not satisfied with a response upon

asking a Point of Information, you may request to ask a second,

follow-on question.

Right to reply: If another delegate makes a statement which you

feel insults or questions the integrity of your country, at the

chair's discretion, you may respond, i.e., defend yourself or make

a necessary correction.

Motion to open debate: This motion is raised at the beginning of

a committee session and its purpose is to open formal debate

until a motion is raised to suspend the General Speaker’s List and

move into an informal debate.

A delegate may only proceed with the point with the chair's

permission and the verbatim to be used is, “the delegate of ______

would like to raise a point of ______.” 

A point can alternatively be raised via a private message.

Motions

Rules of Procedure
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Rules Of Procedure
Motion to move into roll call: With this motion, the chair

proceeds to mark the beginning of the session by taking the

attendance.

Motion to open General Speaker’s list: This motion is used to

open the General Speakers’ List. The GSL will not come to an end

unless there are either no more willing speakers or a motion to

close debate has been passed. The individual speaking time must

be stated when proposing the motion.

Motion to Table the Debate: This is a debatable motion which

you may raise when you want to postpone any discussions

regarding the topic being on the agenda. Around 2-4 members,

debating “for” and “against” the motion. 

Motion to Introduce Draft Resolutions: You may raise this

motion if you wish for the committee to move into a period of

discussion on blocs' draft resolutions. 

Motion to Adjourn Session: One may motion to adjourn the

session if they wish to briefly suspend committee proceedings.

This is usually for a break or lunch.

Motion to Move into Voting Procedure: This motion allows the

committee to instantly move into the voting procedure, where

resolutions and topics can be decided upon.

Motion to Set Agenda: This is a procedural vote which

determines the order in which agendas (if there is more than

one) will be discussed in the committee.
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Motion to open the special speaker’s list: This motion allows a

delegate to initiate a special speaker’s list. This takes place after

the introduction of a crisis during a conference.

Motion to end debate: This motion is used to bring the debate

to an end. If the motion unanimously passes, debate is closed for

that particular session.

The verbatim to raise a motion to move into a moderated caucus

goes as follows; “The delegate of __________ would like to raise a

motion to suspend formal debate and move into a moderated

caucus on the issue, ‘_____________’ for an individual speaker time of __

seconds and a total duration of __ minutes.”

The verbatim to raise a motion to move into an unmoderated caucus

goes as follows; “The delegate of ___________ would like to raise a

motion to move into an unmoderated caucus for a total duration of

__ minutes.”

After the committee has heard all the motions raised, they will be

voted upon to decide how the committee will proceed.

Agenda

Setting the agenda is first priority in committee sessions. The agenda

determines the sequence of topics of discussions. During the

beginning of the committee, delegates can converse with one other

and discuss which agenda seems most reasonable to secure.

Delegates are allowed to motion for topic areas relevant to the list in

the preparation materials. Once a delegate motions to set an

agenda, the vote requires a simple majority to pass. 
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To participate in the GSL, a delegate must raise their virtual hand

and they will be added to the list. 

Upon concluding their speech, a delegate may yield any

remaining time to questions, other delegates or the Chair. 

Yield to the chair: The remaining time is given to the Chair to do

as they see fit with it. e.g., they can open the floor for delegates

to ask questions.

Yield to questions: Delegates will be selected by the Chair and

will be limited to a single question each. Further questions

identified as follow up questions, will be permitted as per the

Chair’s evaluation. 

The Chair will announce the established agenda and debate will
commence.

General Speaker’s List

The General Speaker’s List or Speaker’s List is the cornerstone of

committee sessions. It acknowledges the viewpoint of delegates

regarding the agenda. A new Speaker’s List is inaugurated for each

agenda and when it is motioned for, the individual speaking time

must be stated.

When the list of speakers is exhausted and no more delegates wish

to speak, the debate is declared closed. The committee’s response is

to approach the voting procedure on the document which is

currently being discussed within the set topic.

Yields
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Yield to another delegate: The remaining time of a delegate will

be passed on to another delegate of choice. Even so, the

delegate must be willing to speak. If the offer is declined, the

original delegate cannot use the time in any other way and it will

be yielded to the chair. 

The purpose of the caucus needs to be justified and established

along with mentions of the individual speaking time and overall

time of the caucus which cannot exceed 30 minutes. 

The majority of delegates must vote for the proposed topic for

debate on the same to commence.

The delegate whose proposal passes must speak either first or

last.

Questions that are rhetorical or inconclusive will be dismissed by

the Chair.

Moderated Caucus

A moderated caucus, which is usually motioned for during the GSL,

allows delegates to narrow the scope of debate for a short period of

time. 

Unmoderated Caucus

When the floor pronounces open, delegates are may motion for an

unmoderated caucus. If the majority of the delegates concur to this

proposition, it is taken to action. 

The unmoderated caucus suspends rules in order to allow delegates

to converse and debate informally. 
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Private Directives (crisis notes)

This time is deployed most majorly to form blocs, find sponsors and

signatories for the later stage of drafting the resolution. An

unmoderated caucus has the additional option to be extended once.

However, the total time for the unmoderated caucus inclusive of its

extension must not exceed 30 minutes.

Crisis
A crisis situation is usually introduced on one of the days. It is a

hypothetical situation assigned to the committee to assess the

research and preparedness of the delegates and their diplomatic

tendency in unprecedented circumstances. The target is for the

committee to comprehend and interpret the emergency issue,

allowing the delegates to resolve it as expeditiously as possible. The

Crisis Situation initiates the Special Speaker’s List along with the

opportunity to write the directives.

Directives 

Delegates often send private directives continuously with the

objective of configuring the given crisis to give themselves more

priority to take individual action. Delegates aim to showcase their

expertise in planning and understanding so that the crisis staff

can consider granting their directive rather than denying it. 
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A promising title

Mentions of the addressee and their title (The Delegate of

_____)

The actions in mind

The expectations the delegate has set for his/her goal

The delegates signature

Committee Directives

A promising title

Order of actions that a delegate would like to see undertaken

Expectations of the goals/actions

Signatures with portfolios of all included signatories (the

number of signatories will depend on the Chair’s

requirements)

The components of private directives:

Committee directives revolve around taking action as an entire

committee. Each delegate can have a different approach to offer

to the table and display their own creativity. The goal is to

sponsor as many directives as possible.

The components of committee directives:
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Working papers are documents proposed by delegates intended

to aid the committee in its formulation and discussion of draft

resolutions. However, delegates do not have to write them in

draft resolution format - they can be written in points.

Delegates are not mandated to introduce a working paper before

a draft resolution. They may directly introduce the draft

resolution instead of presenting it as a working paper first.

Delegates can only introduce a working paper once they receive

the approval from the Executive Board.

Special Speaker’s List 
When a Procedural Motion emerges, the Special Speaker’s List can

initiate. The requirements are equivalent to those of the General

Speaker’s List except with a profound Provisional Agenda. Speakers

are recognised by the Executive Board to alternatively speak either

for or against the current motion. The Executive Board members are

the sole deciders of the individual speakers time and number of

delegate speakers for each medium. 

The objective of the Special Speaker’s List is to deliver valid

arguments and citing points that are for or against the motion so

other delegates can also choose to support or not support the

motion. 

Working Papers
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Draft resolutions are the finalized versions of working papers,

and are formatted appropriately.

Delegates are prohibited from circulating their blocs' draft

resolutions before the committee session starts, and they can

only be introduced after being approved by the chair.

The delegates who are the primary authors of a certain draft

resolution are called its sponsors. They are the only ones who

can approve immediate changes, and are the main supporters of

the resolution. 

The delegates who would like to see the draft resolution debated

in committee but did not help write it are called signatories.

Signatories do not have to agree with the complete content of

the draft resolution, and once they sign, they have no further

obligations or duties affiliated with it. Delegates should keep in

mind that the signatories of a draft resolution should be listed in

alphabetical order.

Resolutions
A resolution is a document that contains all the issues that the

committee wants to solve and the proposed solutions to these

issues.

Draft Resolutions

Basic Rules
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All draft resolutions contain preambulatory clauses, which are

those that state the reasons for a committee’s interest in

addressing their chosen topic. The preamble highlights past

internal actions on the issue at hand as well. While writing

preambulatory clauses, delegates should ensure that each clause

begins with a present participle/preambulatory phrase and ends

with a comma. 

All draft resolutions also contain operative clauses, which identify

the recommendations and actions a committee has to offer to

help solve the issue. Delegates should write them in a logical

progression, and each must contain a single idea or proposal

with a number preceding the clause. Each operative clause starts

with a verb (operative phrase) and ends with a semicolon,

however the final clause of the resolution should end with a

period. 

Plagiarism is not allowed or tolerated in draft resolutions.

To introduce a draft resolution, delegates must first seek the

approval of the chair. They should also have at least 30% of the

member states as signatories and up to 20% as sponsors.

After the approval of the resolution by the chair, delegates may

proceed to introduce it by raising a 'Motion to Introduce Draft

Resolutions.' Then, either a sponsor or the chair will read out the

operative clauses of the draft resolution.

Introduction
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Some delegates may also choose to create a panel of authors.

This panel consists of sponsors of a certain draft resolution, who

assemble to answer the questions the committee has pertaining

to the draft resolution. The delegates chosen to represent the

draft resolution must answer within the time limit set by the Dais. 

Afterwards, voting will take place. Multiple draft resolutions can

be on the floor at the same time, but only one will be adopted at

the end. 

Every draft resolution that receives the simple majority required

to pass will be considered as officially introduced.

 The sponsors of a draft resolution can withdraw it from the floor

at any time before voting has started.

 If a sponsor would like to withdraw the draft resolution after

voting has started, they must send a chit to the chair.

 No draft resolution can be withdrawn if there is an unfriendly

amendment on the floor.

 Amendments are changes to a draft resolution that are made by

adding to, inserting into, deleting from, or revising operative

clauses.

 In order for a delegate to amend anything, they must first

receive approval from the chair and a certain number of

countries (determined by the EB at the conference.)

Withdrawal

Amendments
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 Grammatical, spelling, and formatting mistakes can be amended

without a vote.

 Delegates must raise a 'Motion to Introduce an Approved

Amendment' whenever the floor is open to introduce an

amendment. A simple majority is needed for this motion to pass.

Delegates cannot make amendments to preambulatory clauses

at any point in time.

 Friendly amendments are ones which are supported by all the 
 sponsors of the draft resolution and hence, will immediately be
added without any further voting.
Unfriendly amendments are ones which do not have the support
of all the sponsors. To solve this disagreement, the chair will call
upon two sponsors one in favour of the amendment and one
against it. If the amendment receives a ⅔ majority vote, it will be
added to the official draft resolution.

Rules governing voting

Substantive and Procedural Votes

Substantive votes are votes that refer to draft resolutions,

amendments and other aspects of such. The options for voting

substantively are 'in favour', 'against' and 'abstain'. If a delegate's

response in roll call was 'present and voting', they cannot abstain.

Observers do not have the authority to vote during substantive

voting. 
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A Simple Majority requires ½ + 1 of the total delegates to be in

favour of the ongoing procedure. 

A Qualified Majority requires ⅔ of all the delegates to be in

favour.

Simple majority: In order for a motion to pass, half of the

committee plus one should be in favour of the motion. Not all

motions need a simple majority but the following are the

ones which do;

Motion to set the agenda

Motion to open the General Speaker’s List

Moderated and Unmoderated Caucuses (including any

extension)

Motion to Resume Debate

Motion to Adjourn the Conference

Procedural votes are applicable to voting procedures apart from

draft resolutions and amendments. Procedural votes do not have an

option of abstentions permitted. During procedural voting, delegates

and observers have the ability to vote either in favour or against the

procedure. 

Majorities

 
Required majorities
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Qualified majority: this requires at least two-thirds of the

committee to be in favour of the motion, to move forward.

The motions which require a qualified majority are;

Motion to Table the Debate

Motion for the Closure of the Debate

After the Speaker’s List has been exhausted and the motion for

the closure of debate to move into Voting Procedure has passed,

the draft resolutions on the floor are voted upon.

In the process of voting, you are not allowed to converse with 

 fellow delegates nor are may you speak unless you are called

upon by the chairperson.  

While voting for a draft resolution, you may respond with 'in

favour', 'against' or 'abstain'.

In case you would like to justify your vote, you may use 'in favour

with rights' or 'against with rights'.

 Amendments to the draft resolutions on the floor are voted
upon before the draft resolutions themselves.  

Voting procedure

Voting

Voting On Amendments



In a situation where there are two or more amendments on the

floor, the chair will decide the order in which they should be

voted on.

Amendments that pass will be incorporated into the draft

resolution immediately. 

If there are multiple draft resolutions present on the floor,

delegates should vote on them in the order they were submitted. 

Delegates may change the order of the draft resolutions being

voted upon by raising a 'Motion to Reorder Draft Resolution.' The

motion needs a simple majority to pass, and can only be

proposed after the closure of debate.

The draft resolution should be voted upon as a whole unless a

delegate raises a 'Motion to Divide the Question,' following which,

each clause is voted upon separately with the exception of

preambulatory and sub-operative clauses.

If another delegate opposes this motion, two speakers can be

selected to justify themselves, one for and one against. The

motion requires a simple majority to pass and can only be

proposed after the closure of the debate. 

If one of two or more draft resolutions passes, the others fail

automatically. 

Order Of Voting

Rules Of Procedure
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